
SIMPLE VERSUS COMPOUND SENTENCES 
 

I. FORMULAS 
 

Simple sentence Compound Sentence 
IC IC,  coord. conj.  IC 

 

IC; conj. adv., IC 
 

IC;  IC 
 
 

 
II. SIMPLE SENTENCE - a single subject / verb combination; independent  

clause 
 
• I enjoy playing tennis with my friends.     
• I enjoy playing tennis and look forward to it every weekend. ►compound verb 
• My friends and I play tennis and go hiking every weekend.  ►compound subject  

 
 

II. COMPOUND SENTENCE - two independent clauses connected by: 
 

1. semicolon (clauses must be closely related in meaning) 
2. coordinating conjunction 
3. conjunctive adverb 
 

• I enjoy tennis, but I hate golf. 
• I enjoy tennis; however, I hate golf. 
• I enjoy tennis; I hate golf. 

 
 


