
I. REAL SITUATIONS 
 

 A. TYPE 0 - expresses general truths & facts  
 
IF + SIMPLE PRESENT 
 

If you heat water to 100 degrees Celsius, 

SIMPLE PRESENT 
 

it boils. 
 
 B. TYPE 1 - expresses a possibility for the PRESENT or FUTURE  

 
IF + SIMPLE PRESENT 
 

If the weather is nice, 

FUTURE 
 

we will go to the park. 
we might go to the park. 

 
 C. HOPE CLAUSES - expresses a possibility for the PRESENT or FUTURE 
 

SUBJECT 1  +  HOPE(S)   
 

I hope

SUBJECT2  +  SIMPLE PRESENT 
 

it rains tomorrow. 
 
II. UNREAL SITUATIONS 
 

A. TYPE 2 - expresses an UNREAL SITUATION in the present or future.  In the mind of the 
speaker, this action is IMPOSSIBLE, so it will NEVER happen  
 
IF + SIMPLE PAST 
 

If my family had the money,  

PRESENT CONDITIONAL 
 

we would buy a new house. 
 
 B. TYPE 3 - expresses an UNREAL SITUATION in the past.  

 
IF + PAST PERFECT 
 

If the students had done their homework, 

PAST CONDITIONAL 
 

they would have passed the test. 
 
 

C. WISH CLAUSES - wishes & desires that in the mind of the speaker, are NOT realistic or possible. 
 

  1. Wishes about the PAST 
  

Subject1   +   WISH(ES) 
 

Maria wishes 

Subject2   +   PAST PERFECT 
 

she had gone to the movies.  (She didn't go.) 
  

2. Wishes about the PRESENT 
  

Subject1   +   WISH(ES) 
 

I wish 

Subject2   +   SIMPLE PAST 
 

I were an engineer.  (I'm not an engineer.) 
  
  3. Wishes about the FUTURE 
  

Subject1   +   WISH(ES) 
 

Peggy wishes 

Subject2   +   PRESENT CONDITIONAL 
 

her husband would take a day off soon.  
(He won't.) 

 


